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Second Chance Animal Rescue is a nonprofit, 501(c)(3) all-volunteer organization dedicated to rescuing, caring for and placing homeless dogs and cats. We educate the
public on respect for all animal life, including the importance of spaying and neutering in order to reduce the number of healthy animals euthanized.

Over the past year, so many
people have experienced major
difficulties due to economic hard

times; this includes Second Chance.
Unfortunately, donations are down
significantly this year but animal needs
have increased.  More animals have been
returned because their families have lost
their homes and/or jobs and have had to
move.  There are also many more animals
with serious medical needs whose owners
cannot afford to give them the treatment
they need due to financial hardship, and
there continue to be too many cats and
dogs waiting to be saved at local animal
control impound facilities.  Our greatest

Donations Down Animal Needs Up

Tate, a 2 year old toy poodle, came to
Second Chance in July 2011 from a

breeder.  Two years prior, he was sold to a
family with three young children.  One of
the children in the home threw him against
a wall and his owners never brought Tate to
the vet for care.  They returned him to the
breeder one year after the injury.  The
breeder felt she couldn’t sell a dog with an
injured leg so Second Chance took him in.
Tate had a multitude of problems and was
in considerable pain.  He had a bad ear
infection, was not current on his vaccina-
tions, had puppy teeth needing removal,
and he had a broken hip!  One of Second
Chance’s vets tended to all of the above

Boots and Charlie
are Patiently Waiting

Two cats who have been in Second
Chance’s program the longest
would really like to find their

forever homes and it will free up their
fosters to save more cats’ lives.  Read
about them below and on our website to
see if they might be a good fit in your home
or if you know anyone who would make the
purrfect adopter for one of them.

Boots is a
handsome
brown and
white tiger
who is 4 ½
years old.  He
would like to
be adopted into

a home with another friendly cat or two
because he loves being around other cats.
Boots is a really sweet and silly boy who
likes to sit on your lap, talk and play.

Charlie is
a big loveable
boy who has
been with us
a few years.
He is a brown
tiger who
likes to play,

cuddle, talk and cuddle some more.  His
favorite pastime is catnip!  He will make you
laugh and keep you warm at night.

expense is veterinary fees which go to pay
for medical needs of the animals we rescue.
We spay and neuter, vaccinate, deworm, flea
treat and heartworm or FeLV/FIV check all
animals and, if they need to be groomed,
require a dental or other medical procedure,
Second Chance takes care of it.  Our
adoption fees do not come close to covering
our vet expenses.  Second Chance continues
to try to assist people who have fallen into
hard times with critical veterinary care so
they can keep their companion animal rather
than having it put to sleep because they
cannot afford treatment.  We need your help
so we can continue saving lives.  Please
make a donation to Second Chance.

needs, including a femoral head and neck
excision performed on his right hip.  Even at
discounted veterinary fees, Second Chance
spent over $900 to help Tate.  He recovered
very nicely and is out of pain.  And, best of
all, Tate found a loving forever home.

Tate

Charlie

Boots Tate Suffered too Long

When Sarah came into our program
from an inhumane and neglectful

breeder, she was a shell of a dog.  Malnour-
ished and emaciated, she was terrified of
humans and showed little promise for
rehabilitation.  With the help of her foster,
Cheryl Gfrerer, and many other talented
professionals, Sarah was nursed back to

Sarah Against All Odds
health.  Today, Sarah is a Delta-certified
therapy dog who passed a series of
rigorous tests to earn that certification.  It
just goes to show that even the most
traumatized dogs can become healthy,
loving companions.  To read Sarah's entire
story, go to: http://giffydog.blogspot.com/
2011/09/rescue-dog-delta-dog.html

Sarah



water therapy, and exercise, but it is a very
slow process and we don’t yet know how
much mobility she will gain in those legs.
Even with Flower’s horrible past, her spirit
is amazing!  She is the most joyful little dog
and absolutely loves her new life of
freedom!  She loves to run around outside
in the grass and chase around with the
other dogs; she also likes to cuddle
whenever possible.  Happy Ending - Flower
has been adopted and is still undergoing
therapy.

Flower's past is a very sad one.
She was one of many dogs
belonging to a backyard breeder

and was intended for breeding.  However,
the breeder kept Flower in a cat carrier for
almost two years where she was unable to
fully stand up.  The breeder finally realized
he couldn’t care for all the dogs because he
had become ill so an acquaintance stepped
in to help get the dogs into rescue.  As a
result of Flower's extreme confinement, the
muscles and bones in her rear knees and
legs were so constricted that this darling

little 4 pound Toy
Poodle could not
stand on her back
legs.  When
Second Chance
first took in
Flower, she was
walking on her
knees or on just

her front legs.  She has been improving with
therapy consisting of massage, stretching,

Flower's Time To Blossom
Second Chance receives many calls

from owners wanting to surrender their
cats.  The top reason is he/she "doesn’t
use the box consistently."  After we get to
the bottom of the problem, it is usually
one of the reasons below – none of which
are the cat’s fault.  Please read the
following and see if you have set your cat
up for failure or if it might be a medical
issue.

1.  Never place a litter box in or near a
noisy room.  The most frequent place
people put litter boxes is the place they
should not be – near a washer, dryer,
water heater, furnace, or toilet.  Cats like
quiet areas.

2.  Hoods/covers – those are for people,
not for cats.  A covered litter box keeps
the smell in the box rather than allowing it
to dissipate in the air.  It is difficult for
cats to maneuver around the three closed
sides to do their "business."

3.  Don’t use plastic box liners in litter
boxes.  It teaches a cat that it is ok to
urinate on plastic bags – whether they are
left on the floor after shopping or in their
box - they don’t know the difference.

4.  Multi-cat homes – be sure you
provide more than one litter box if you
have two or more cats.  If you have a
multi-level home, be sure there is a box on
each level.  Also, Feliway plug-ins are
very helpful for cats who are shy or live in
a multi-cat home.

5.  Has something changed in the cat's
life – a new chair, a new cat in the home, a
new child, you went on vacation?  Any of
those things can trigger a urinary tract
infection and needs to be treated by a vet.
They are not "acting out" like so many
people think.  They are avoiding the place
that they think is causing them pain.

Please don’t set your cat up for failure.

Litter Box Issues

Trudy, a cute
calico, came into
our program at
the beginning of
the year.  She
had lots of
energy and was
very playful but
was too much for
the foster's own

cat.  Trudy went to a few adoption days but
curled up in a ball and was very afraid.
Then in August, another stray came into
the program that we thought had enough
energy for Trudy.  So, Peyton went to the

Trudy Finds her Best Friend and Forever Home
same foster home.  He was a handsome
seal point Siamese who kept Trudy busy
as they ran through the house together
and became fast friends.  We decided to
try Trudy at one more adoption day and
put her in the cage next to Peyton so she
could see him.  That day Trudy and
Peyton were
adopted
together!!
They now
love running
and playing
in their
forever home.

Trudy

Peyton

In last year’s newsletter,
we highlighted four
"older" dogs and cats
waiting for their forever
homes.  We are pleased to
report that three of the
four have been adopted –

Tiffany, Rufus, and Zelda.  Willow is still
waiting patiently for her forever home.  She
is 9 years old and has a silly personality
that will make you laugh, and she enjoys
holding a conversation with you.

Adopt an Older Cat or Dog Legislation
S.F. 462 / H.F. 702 were introduced in the

Minnesota Legislature in 2011 to address
inhumane dog and cat breeding in MN.
This year, Second Chance took in more
dogs from horrible breeding conditions
than any other year.  The cost to care for
the dogs and cats who have been horribly
neglected is very high and stretches our
resources to the max, but we cannot say
"no" to rescuing the dogs and cats in dire
need.  To learn more about this legislative

effort and what you can do to help in 2012,
visit Second Chance’s "Legislation" link
on our website.

H.F. 1635 is a bill that will negatively
impact rescues and shelters.  It includes
nonprofit animal organizations in the
definition with pet breeders and dealers in
our existing Pet Lemon Law.  Nonprofits
are not in the business of breeding or
dealing for profit and cannot financially or
physically meet all the requirements in the
Pet Lemon Law.

"If we do not do something to help these creatures, we
make a mockery of the whole concept of justice."
                                                                 – Jane Goodall



In Honor Of:
Gail Stremel by Don Gemberling, Mae Olson, and Judy & Robert Reuss
Amy Stoecker's birthday by Peg & Cy Erpelding
Myron & Irmy Haugen by Carol Stabenow
Glennis & Leonard Rasmussen – thank you for caring for Chloe by
Barbara Sweeney
Peg & Cy Erpelding for Christmas by Martha Erpelding
Brendan Frost by Donna Larkin
Ann Hagestad by Mary Lou Rasmussen
Ron Chlebeck by Deni Henderson & Family and Donna Boreen &
Family
Dace Trence's & Claude Benavides’ birthdays by Gail Stremel
The Wedding of Lynne Kozarek & Keith Morioka by Judy
McElheney, Leo & Diane Swarmer, Jill Magaard, Sonja Carlson, Emily
Gurstelle, Adine Stokes, and Erika Szabo
Mary & Gary Johnson for Christmas by Vicky Rehak
Lee Silverstein by Nauen Mobile Accounting, Inc.
Gail Stremel's birthday by Don Gemberling, Sharon Lovo, Jane Kipp
Kotewa, Dace Trence & Claude Benavides
Becca Walsh Meagher by Kay Walsh
Lou Ann & Elaine Decker by Nancy Haugen
Mary Lou Rasmussen by Ann Hagestad
Gigi Abbadie by anonymous
Steve & Emily Crumley by Judy Meyer
Amy Roerig for Christmas by Shari Thompson
Tom Bolek by Kathy Palmer
Hazel Debauche by Nicole Miller
Eva White's birthday by Marie & Gary White, Jennifer Radack, and
Robert Salisbury
Marija Trence's birthday by Dace Trence
Kim Glasbrenner's birthday by her colleagues
Sophie Shuck Olson for her 10th birthday by Carol Edelsky
Summer Greeder's birthday by the Greeder Family and Friends
Mary Johnson's birthday by Vicky Rehak
Gary Johnson's birthday by Vicky Rehak
Gail Stremel and Don Gemberling by Jane Kipp Kotewa
Stephanie Secrest & kitties everywhere by Mary Philpot
Dean Olson's 50th birthday by Cyndi Julkowski
Katie Winkelman's graduation from Gustavus by Gwen Washburn
Adia Froehle-Baker's birthday by her Friends and Family
Stephanie Debner by Carol Lorentz
Noah Somberg's Bar Mitzvah by Family and Friends
Mary Erpelding's birthday by Peg & Cy Erpelding
'Sophie' and 'Brandy' Stabenow by Myron & Irmy Haugen
'Chewy' and 'Sophie' by Linda Small
'Cookie' and Ann Marie' by Katherine Hill

'Lucy' by Mary Swander
'Frankie' and 'Nelson' by Dorothy & Don Houlding
'Snoop Dog Drake' by Debra Drake
'Ossi' and ‘Eli' by Adine Stokes
'Oscar' by Sally Spreeman
'Gladys' by Nancy Powers
'Allie' by Elisa Pluhar
'Sophie,' 'Brandy' and 'Blue' by Patricia Gust
The 16th Anniversary of adopting 'Toby' by Edwin & Jennifer Ryan
'Nikko' by Louise & Bill Brown
'Buddy' by Kathryn Birardi
'Darby' by Larry & Sue Hibbs
'Blue' Haugen by Nancy Haugen and Carol Stabenow

'Sunny' by Erin Carter & Terrell Carr
'Sophie,' 'Pedro,' 'Brandy,' and 'Buddy' Stabenow; 'Blue' Haugen;
'Skeeter' and ‘Buddy' Bodell by Linda & Tim Conely & Family
'JoNette,' ‘Jake’ and 'Sparkle' by Brian Kuhnau
'Tina' and 'Sammy' by Bonnie & Paul Anderson
'Maggie' by Colleen & Vernon Gauron
'Casey' by Brent Martin
'Roxy's' adoption anniversary by Kate & Greg Pickman
'Sophie' and 'Buddy' Stabenow by David & Susan Sumner
5 years with our kitties 'Ellie' and 'Emma' by Stephen Johnson
'Zeus' by Gretchen & Eric Tuck

Memorials & Honorariums Donations were made to Second Chance in memory of or in honor
of the following human and animal friends:

In Loving Memory Of:
Mark Stabenow by Linda & Tim Conely & Family
Debi Wobig by Gloria Carlson
Jim Casey by Jane Martz
Judy Swift by Marcia Weber
Richard & Corinne Gelbmann by Jeanne Gelbmann
Dave Lug by Mary Swander
Darlene Baker by Judy & Robert Reuss
Eileen Fritz by Arnold Baer and HSUS
Amy Carlson by Kirsten Darnton
Tim Larkin by Christopher Gauron
Tom Meyer by Jane Martz
Gerald DeGraw by Tami Eichman
Edward Etken by Pamela Ringsby
Joyce Rasmussen by Diane Huettl
Rick Senkler by Jane Martz
Nancy Curtis Hayes by Lori Brostrom
Sandy Trost by Margie & Earl VanBerkom
Paula Jo Wallin by Judith Swenson, Norris & Laurie Brand, Jim & Linda
Deemer, and the Villa Bunch
Janet Nail by Jane Martz
Dick Huberty by Tami Eichman
'Bob' by Celeste Brosenne
'Sam' Schroeder by Carol Stabenow
'Stella' Schultz by Kristen Rinnman
'Max' Fischer by Kim Glasbrenner
'Tallie' Wick by Julie & John Henricksson
'Dusty' by Richard & Christine Johnson
'Pedro' Stabenow by Nancy Haugen and David & Susan Sumner
'Melanie' by Peg Erpelding
'Cleo' Glasbrenner by Laurie Doheney, Liz Jackson, Amber Kempe, Cheryl
Kempe, Nancy Minion, and Staci Wittner
'Frank' Och by Jane Martz
'Sam' & 'Pedro' by Patricia Gust
'Cashew' by Ken Yeager
'Hansi' Kreps by Gail Stremel
'Basil ' by Tamara Murray
'Maggie ' & 'Sweetie Pie' by Karen Walter
'Shadow' James by Chris & Gail Frethem
'Kyloe,' 'Trudy,' & 'Terry' by Christy Novak
'Sampson' by Susan, Brian & Lauren Hunsanger
'Odie' & 'Buddy' by Gloria Carlson
'Dixie' Britton by Monte & Kristen Rinnman
'Sophie' Stabenow by Patricia & Paul Gust, Dave & Susan Sumner, Tim &
Linda Conely & Family, Jane Martz, and Nancy Haugen
'Timber' Vukelich by Robbyn & Tom Holzworth
'Amber' Horvath by Amy Sabrina
'Cinder' by Tahne Aarnes
'Pixie' Wagner by Gail Stremel
'Emmy' Forood by Julie & John Henricksson
'Moose' Rice by Carol Stabenow
'Cinder' by Kim Schaeppi-Krebs & Alan Krebs
'SOL' Larson by Lee Silverstein
'CoCo' Harein by Jane Martz
'Grizzy' by Gretchen & Eric Tuck

"Our lives begin to end the day we
become silent about things that matter."

– Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.




